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SUBJECT: POLISH PRESS ON SECRETARY'S MIDDLE EAST 
DIPLOMACY 

REF: BUDAPEST 157 

1. THE POLISH CENTRAL PRESS HAS GIVEN EXTENSIVE COVER- 
AGE DURING THE PAST TWO WEEKS TO THE SECRETARY'S 
DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS RELATED TO THE AGREEMENT ON DISEN- 
GAGEMENT OF FORCES IN THE SINAI. THE AGREEMENT 
ITSELF HAS BEEN CHARACTERIZED AS HAVING BEEN "REACHED 
THROUGH THE MEDIATION" OF THE SECRETARY. HIS TRAVELS 
TO MIDDLE EASTERN CAPITALS HAVE RECEIVED PROMINENT, 
GENERALLY FRONT-PAGE COVERAGE, AND HIS JAN 22 PRESS 
CONFERENCE WAS REPORTED WITH EXTENSIVE QUOTATIONS. 
ALTHOUGH EDITORIAL COMMENT HAS BEEN MORE RESERVED THAN 
THE REPORTING ITSELF, THE OVERALL EFFECT GIVES THE 
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THAT OF THE SOVIET UNION. PREVIOUSLY, POLISH PRESS COM- 
MENTARY ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF UNEF AND INITIATION OF THE 
TALKS AT THE 101-KILOMTER POST AND IN GENEVA HAD 
EMPHASIZED THE DUAL SOVIET-AMERICAN ROLE, GIVING GENERALLY 
EQUAL CREDIT WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF DETENTE. THE SOVIET 
UNION HAS BEEN CONSPICUOUSLY ABSENT FROM RECENT COVERAGE 
OF MIDDLE EAST DIPLOMATIC DEVELOPMENTS. 

2. THE BALANCE WAS RESTORED SOMEWHAT IN THE REPORTING OF 
EGYPTIAN FOREIGN MINISTER FAHMI'S RECENT VISIT TO MOSCOW. 
ADDITIONALLY, TRYBUNA LUDU ON JAN 24, QUOTED EXTENSIVELY, 
FROM THE SECRETARY'S PRESS CONFERENCE, REMARKS CON- 
CERNING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SOVIET ROLE IN RESOLVING 
THE CONFLICT. FINALLY, TRYBUNA LUDU IN A WEEKLY COLUMN 
ON JAN 27 TOOK PAINS TO POINT OUT THAT THE "AGREEMENT 
NEGOTIATED BY THE AMERICAN SECRETARY OF STATE WAS ACHIEVED 
WITH THE FULL PARTICIPATION OF THE SOVIET UNION. " 

3. NEVERTHELESS, THE SECRETARY'S PERSONAL ROLE AND THAT 
OF US DIPLOMACY GENERALLY HAS SHOWN THROUGH CLEARLY 
AND FAVORABLE IN POLISH PRESS REPORTING OF RECENT MIDDLE 
EAST DEVELOPMENTS WITH SURPRISINGLY LITTLE EFFORT TO 
MAINTAIN THE CUSTOMARY "BALANCE." JOURNALISTS AND OTHERS 
HAVE EXPRESSED TO US THEIR OPEN ADMIRATION OF THE 
SECRETARY'S ACHIEVEMENTS. A HIGHLY FAVORABLE PROFILE OF 
THE SECRETARY APPEARING IN THE JAN 25 ISSUE OF THE 
WEEKLY PERSPECTIVE MERELY ENHANCES THIS OVERALL POSITIVE 
IMPACT. (THE EMBASSY HAD FURNISHED SOME FACTUAL MATERIAL 
TWO WEEKS AGO UPON REQUEST FOR THIS ARTICLE. A 

COPY WITH TRANSLATION INTO ENGLISH HAS BEEN POUCHED. 
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